WILLIAM DAVIS 


William Davis was born January 2, 1830, 
in Wilsford, Wiltshire, England, on a farm 
and became an expert plowman, taking 
many prizes at plowing matches. He mar- 
ried Elizabeth Hope about 1854, near where 
: they were both born and reared. He was 

baptized February 2, 1852, by Elder George 
Stone (and probably Elizabeth, too), near 
their birth place. 

In 1864 they made arrangements to sail 
from Liverpool on the sailing ship “Hudson,” 
in the latter part of May, with thei eae 
children. The date of sailing was postponed 
a few days so the family, having disposed 
of their household goods, went to visit with 
Elizabeth's parents until the ship sailed. 
While there, their youngest child was taken 
ill and died on the 29th of May. The family 
had to be in Liverpool the next day, so had 
to leave without having the privilege of at- 
tending the funeral of their little one. It was 
a severe trial to leave, but the sailing ship 
would leave them if they were not there. 
The boat sailed May 31, 1864. They were 
on the Atlantic ocean six weeks and a few 
days, landing at New York on July 19, 


How Beautiful “pon The Mis?” 


From New York they went to the village 
of Wyoming, which is on the Missouri 
River. There they were met by ox teams 
and wagons sent from Utah to bring the 
emigrants across the plains to Utah. 

A few days after starting, Elizabeth and 
her little son Moroni, six years old, became 
seriously ill with dysentery. While William 
was doing all he could to help and comfort 
his wife, his little son called in a weak voice, 
“Daddy, daddy.” William went to him and 
learned he wanted soup. He promised to 
get some and turned back to his wife, who 
was dying. He begged her to try to live 
and prayed to the Lord to spare her, but 
she passed away. He turned to go to 
his little boy and get some soup for him, 
but he was too late. The sisters came to do 
what they could. He had to bury them by the 
side of the road, without coffins and little 
time for ceremonies. 

When they finally arrived in Utah, their 
Uncle William Hail Stone, who had been 
in Utah some years, met them in Echo 
Canyon and brought them to the Hailst 
ranch, where he made his home many-fYears. 

On April 10, 1865, Willia avis mar- 
ried Mary Goddard Colind,”in the Endow- 
ment House. She had lost her husband on 
the plains in 1864. She made a splendid 
stepmother to William's two remaining chil- 
dren. His son was drowned three years after 
their arrival, while trying to cross high water 
in the Provo River in a wagon. 

Their ranch home was by the side of the 
road and anyone who needed help or food 
were always made welcome at the Davis 
ranch, William and Mary Goddard Colind_ 
Davis reared a family of four sons ‘and 
two daughters. 

William Davis acted as Presiding Elder 
at Elkhorn for some years, also the office 
of a High Priest. In 1866 and 1867 he 
took part in the Black Hawk War. 

He was called to pass through severe 
trials, but he kept jovial and cheerful as 
long as he lived and his faith in God never 
faltered. 
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Elizabeth Cummings was born January 7, 
1870, in Heber. Her parents were Isaac 
Cummings and Sarah Jones. She was the 
sixth child in a family of 12 children. 

Although Will had lived at the ranch, 
just eight miles north of Heber, he and 
Lizzie had never met till they went to Provo 
to attend the B. Y. U. in 1886. She, with 
her two brothers, Ike and John, and others 
from Heber, boarded in a hotel while they 
attended school. She and Will fell in love 
and before the winter was over, Lizzie broke 
her engagement to another fellow and de- 
cided to marry Will. 

Early on the morning of October 17, 1888, 
they, with two other couples, Ike Cummings 
and Minnie Averett, Attewall Wootton and 
Elizabeth Ohwiler, climbed into a wagon 
and drove to Park City. There they board- 
ed the train for Logan, Utah. The next 
morning, October 18, 1888, they were mar- 
ried in the temple. A large wedding recep- 
tion was held for the Davises at her par- 
ents’ home. 

After a three months’ stay in Heber, the 
couple moved to the ranch at Elkhorn, 
where they spent the rest of their married 
life, except for five years in Park City and 
a period between 1898 and 1905, when they 
lived in Heber following the death of Sarah 
Cummings, taking care of Lizzie’s father 
and his children until his death. It was at 
the ranch that their six children were born. 
Two of them died in infancy. 

Of the four remaining, Zella married 
George Blackley and is the only survivor 


~watethe present time. Mae died at the age of 


suured ONE WOUIG MUK NE 1% Cows, iccu 
the pigs and chickens, separate the milk, 
and many other jobs that a farmer's wife 
has to perform. No matter what time of 
the night Will came home, there was al- 
ways a hearty meal ready for him. 

The schoolhouse at Elkhorn stood where 
Sweeney's Pole Plant was situated and 
during the school season the school teacher 
always boarded with the Davises. 

L. D. S. meetings were held in the school- 
house, and Will and Lizzie took part in run- 
ning the Elkhorn branch. Lizzie was M.LA. 
president at one time. 

Will Davis died May 15, 1939, of can- 
cer. Lizzie stayed on at the ranch for two 
more years and then sold it to the New 
Park Mining Co. She then came to Heber, 
locating in a new home at 27 East Third 
North Street. 

There she lived until her death, January 
26, 1959, at the age of 89 years. 


ALMA THEODORE DAYTON 
AND AMANDA ELIZABETH 
HUDSON DAYTON 


Alma Theodore Dayton was born Decem- 
ber 4, 1846, in Council Bluffs, Iowa, son of 


